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sphere she intends to follow up the German merchants,
who probably did most to develop Russia's wealth
before the war.
It would be tedious to recall in detail the feffect of
the establishment of a Pan-German authority in Berlin
in 1933 upon all the German and partly German
communities to the east and north-east, since in the
main the Nazi Revolution had similar results all over
Eastern Europe. At first it brought division, and
especially in Danzig, the most German district of them
all, it met with serious opposition; from 1936, how-
ever, the defeatist behaviour of the West combined
with Colonel Beck's policy to facilitate the progressive
success of the Nazis in the Free City. In districts
adjacent to Germany like Danzig and Memel the Nazis
were helped first by their good fortune and skill in
abolishing unemployment, the news of which made a
great impression, and secondly, by the intimidation
they were able to practise. In districts farther away
from the Reich, in Esthonia, or in Latvia where some
60,000 Germans lived mostly in Riga, the Germans
did not hear so much of the disagreeable discipline
imposed in the Reich, but were readier to accept
romantic accounts of how splendid everything had
become, and particularly enjoyed the idea that they
themselves constituted, not a dissident minority in a
tiny State, but the advance posts of a mighty empire,
and that, as such, they had a claim to hitherto un-
formulated privilege.
Poland herself, apart from the 400,000 Danzigers
in the north who, for tariff and diplomatic purposes,
are attached to her, has a considerable German
minority of her own in the "Corridor" and in Upper